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Dear Panther Families: 

November marks the beginning of the second marking period, a time to pause and reflect.  Take a moment to 
talk with your student about the first marking period: following routines; focused instruction for reading and 
mathematics; writing about small moments; and learning about the world around us during science and 
social studies.  Be sure to ask about Cultural Arts, too.  It has been wonderful listening to their voices and 
sounds in music, chorus, strings, and band; examining their creations in art; observing their healthy activities 
in physical education; and applying new skills in the Media Center.  In Global Studies, students are exploring 
ways to make a difference.  

Students in 1st through 5th grade were recently assessed in the Fountas & Pinnell (F&P) Benchmark 
Assessment.  For students in primary grades, this is in alignment with the AACPS focus on early literacy.  This 
assessment provided specific information about the independent, instructional, and frustrational reading 
levels for students.  The results of the F&P will help guide instructional decisions for students during the 
reading block.  Our School Improvement Plan action step, focuses on comprehension, helping our students to 
think more critically.  Students will be formally screened up to three times this school year to measure 
growth from one reading level to the next (October, January/February, and June).  Look for a letter indicating 
your student’s results, and reach out to the teacher or myself if you have any questions.  Students in 
kindergarten will participate in F&P by January, or sooner, depending on readiness and proficiency with 
rainbow words.  

November provides a few opportunities to be involved in your student’s education.  

• During American Education Week, we invite you to visit your child’s classroom and observe the 
education process for mathematics.  Please join us Wednesday, November 15th.  To avoid distractions 
to instruction, siblings cannot visit classrooms – this includes infants, toddlers or school-age siblings.  
Please also refrain from using an electronic device during your classroom visit.  While at PES, you 
may take a picture of, or with your student, but for privacy and safety reasons, please do not include 
other students in your personal pictures.  
 

• Report Cards/Progress Reports will be distributed on November 20th.  You are encouraged to make a 
list of questions for the upcoming December Parent-Teacher conference, which will provide an 
additional opportunity to discuss your student’s progress, and share any questions/concerns you 
may have.  

Taking a moment to reflect, I am extremely thankful for the dedicated school staff, the fabulous students (& 
their families), and our amazing volunteers.  You truly make Pasadena Elementary School an 
#AACPSAwesome school.  

On behalf of the PES staff, I would like to wish you and your family a safe and Happy Thanksgiving!  School is 
closed for students November 22nd – 24th. 

Thank you for your continued support,  

Jennifer Quirino, Principal  

 

Pasadena Elementary School   

                                   
VISION STATEMENT 

We envision Pasadena Elementary to be a school where we maintain high expectations for academic 
standards through rigorous instruction.  We will continue to foster a positive, caring school climate 
where we respect and value diversity and prepare individuals for success in higher learning and careers. 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjj3crZqY3QAhVly1QKHeqYCEkQjRwIBw&url=http://dps109.org/2016/09/28/walden-shepard-named-national-blue-ribbon-schools/&psig=AFQjCNGCsKOKJChpFmuvwAie1KoQHIIAIQ&ust=1478287893681265
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Thank you to the families who were able to participate in the Chesapeake Cluster event in October.  
The airing of the movie of the movie, “Screenagers” showed the huge gap from when we all grew up 
to what our children are facing today being part of the digital world.  I decided to share some of the 
things that I learned by viewing the movie.   

• Studies show a correlation between too much screen time and worse attention spans, as 
well as negative effects on learning.  

• The worst thing a parent can do is hand over a smartphone and hope for the best.  Kids’ 
brains aren’t wired to self-regulate. 

• Kids don’t want to be held to a higher standard than their parents, and that’s a big issue.  
You cannot punish your children for doing something that you do yourself.  So put your 
phone down and away.   

• The current fast paced media, from flash games to social media feeds and texting, seem to 
tire the brain.  This has a direct impact on a student’s academic pontential.   

• The brain is responsible for things such as planning, decision-making, and impulse control 
(the frontal cortex) grows slowly over the teen years and is not fully developed until our 
20s. 

• Screen time releases the chemical, dopamine, in the reward centers of the brain, and there 
is no other time in life when you’re as susceptible to that pleasure-producing chemical as in 
adolescence.   

• An MRI of a child who is playing a lot of video games looks the same as a person’s brain who 
is addicted to other substances.  This makes it hard for a child to reduce/stop their 
behaviors.  

• 80% of video games have violent content.  With these games, the data shows an increased 
risk in aggressive thoughts and actions.  These games do not increase empathy and 
generosity, traits that make society better. 

• Shallow tasks like reading and responding to emails or checking social media might prevent 
you from getting fired, but it’s deep tasks that produce the value and build the skills that get 
you promoted.   

• It’s the bouncing around from task to task, or multitasking, that deteriorates the muscle 
allowing you to focus.  And the more you multitask, the less comfortable you’ll be “going 
deep for extended periods of time”. 

• Although jumping from task to task may result in a false sense of accomplishment, human 
brains weren’t built to multitask.  A number of research studies have concluded that our 
brains actually “dumb down” while multitasking.  

• If you’re a multitasker, you might have done some serious permanent damage, as a study 
that ran MRI scans on the brains of multitaskers found they had less brain density in areas 
that controlled empathy and emotions.   

• Multi-tasking fools your brain into thinking it is getting so much done, when it is not done 
well or at all.   

I found the movie interesting and also caused my own family to do some reflection of our own 
habits.  It is important to develop the ability to interact with others in face to face communication.  
So we are setting limits within our own home for technology use.   

I hope you take some time as a family to discuss your own usage and develop time for quality 
interactions.   

 

http://newsroom.ucla.edu/releases/Don-t-Talk-to-a-Friend-While-Reading-7212
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0106698
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0106698
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There are many ways to earn money for the school.  The funds are used to purchase equipment, 
technology, training, supplies, and incentives for your child, the classroom, and the teachers.  Please 
consider helping and/or supporting in the following ways: 

• Harris Teeter: While shopping for household supplies, please register and designate the 
school!  PES# 4282 
 

• Giant A+ Bonus Bucks: Every time you shop at Giant, using your bonus card, Pasadena 
Elementary will earn money for our school.  Designate Pasadena Elementary School online 
at www.giantfood.come/plus or in your local Giant store.  Keep in mind that purchasing 
Extra Credit items in the key to earning the most cast through the program.  Extra Credit 
items help our school earn more points faster (Giant A+ Bonus Bucks).  
http://giantfood.com/aplus/register-card/   PES# 01148 
 

• Lauer’s Supermarket: Designate Pasadena Elementary every time you shop at Lauer’s!  No 
cards or tapes necessary!!  There is a list of schools at each cash register with schools 
numbers.  Just tell the cashier our school’s number and your purchase will be linked to 
Pasadena.  PES# 5010 
 

• Safeway: By using your bonus card, Pasadena can earn money by particpating in Safeway’s 
Escript program.  In order to link your card to Pasadena, you can call 1-877-723-3929 or go 
to http://www.escrip.com/howitworks/.  Pasadena Elementary School eScrip Group ID # is 
6550717 
 

• Clothing to Cash Recycling Bin: Please drop off gently used or new clothing, 
shoes/sneakers, textiles, and towels to the recycling bin in the front parking lot.  The school 
is paid for EVERY pound collected.  Help support the school and our environment!  Clean 
out your closets! 
 

• Amazon: Please consider signing in to Amazon through the PES PTA Amazon Smile page.  
Amazon will give back to the school while you shop on Amazon!  
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7030548.  There is no additional cost to you! 
 

• Office Depot: While shopping for school supplies at the store or online, please designate the 
school number 70047113. 
 

• Target: https://www-secure.target.com/redcard/tcoe/home?ref+sr_shorturl_tcoe PES# 
57402 

Please encourage other family members to participate!  Thank you for your continued support!   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.giantfood.come/plus
http://giantfood.com/aplus/register-card/
http://www.escrip.com/howitworks/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7030548
https://www-secure.target.com/redcard/tcoe/home?ref+sr_shorturl_tcoe


4 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Federal Survey is Due 

On September 29, 2017, your child brought home a Federal Parent/Pupil Survey form. If you have not returned 

your form, please do so as soon as possible.  

Pasadena Elementary School parents are to return the survey forms to your child’s teacher by Wednesday, 

November 14th.    

  

 

 

Anne Arundel County Public Schools NON-DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICE The Anne Arundel County Public School System does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, religion, age, disability, sexual orientation or familial status in matters of 
affecting employment or in providing access to programs. 

  

 

A special greeting at Thanksgiving time to express our 

sincere appreciation for your support and involvement. 
 

We are deeply thankful and extend to you and your family 

our best wishes for a happy and healthy Thanksgiving Day! 
 

 

 

Yearbook Photos wanted! 

Have some photos of school functions?  We’d love to have them for the yearbook! 

Send to Michelle Clendening: mclendening@aacps.org 

 

To everyone who participated 
in our Joe Corbi’s Fundraiser!  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjhiabOt-LPAhXLOSYKHVr1D0IQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartkid.com/thanksgiving-luncheon-cliparts/&bvm=bv.135974163,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNFQ-mDeXpnBQPiYhNqmkB1-PVRpxw&ust=1476814110210308
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiAnefQu-LPAhVD7CYKHeL0DPMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.covermytimeline.com/tag/happy-thanksgiving/&bvm=bv.135974163,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNEjwIr6v2FolVE2tghjTokAw1TVig&ust=1476815226349863


Michele Noble                   Pasadena Elementary         November 

 

 
 
                 

                  
                                                                                                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                      
        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

 COUNSELOR’S CORNER  
Middle School Magnet Programs 

Remember, the on-line 
application closes at noon on 

November 30th. 
Considering a magnet program but just 
not sure? Apply anyway! Final decisions 
do not have to be made until spring 
following the lottery.  
For additional information please visit the 
link below: www.aacps.org/magnet 
 

Holiday Toy Drive 
Dec. 4th - Dec. 15th  

Fill in the bare spots around the 

Christmas trees in our community… 

DONATE A NEW UNWRAPPED TOY 
All donations will go to the Sharing Foundation of  

Anne Arundel County. 

• Don’t forget items for infants-preschool ages and 

also items appropriate for middle school students. 

November Classroom Guidance Topics 
 

Kindergarten – Calm-Down Strategies 

1st Grade – Cooperation 

2nd Grade – Respecting Differences 

3rd Grade – Empathy 

4th Grade – Problem Solving 

5th Grade – Decision Making 

Mitten Tree 
Dec. 4th -Dec. 15th  

We will be collecting 
NEW hats, gloves, 

mittens, scarves, socks 
and blankets for the 

North County 

Emergency Outreach 

Network. 

You are always responsible for how 
you act and what you say, no matter 

how you FEEL! 

Tips for Teaching 

Responsibility 
1.  Start Young – Don’t wait for them to be older 

to spring responsibility on them. 

2.  Let Them Help You – Invite your child to help 

you around the house. 

3.  Model Responsibility – And talk about it.  Use 

the same inclusive "we" phrases over and over to 

show how you can easily solve problems. 

4. Praise Them - Keep up positive vibes by offering 

specific praises for actions. 

5.  Manage Your Expectations – It might not be 

perfect.  Don’t criticize. 

6.  Provide Structure and Routine – Following 

routine tasks is demonstrating responsibility. 

7. Teach Consequences – If we always solve their 

problems, they will not learn to be responsible. 
 

 

http://www.aacps.org/magnet


Math Involvement Event 

November 15th  

Dear Pasadena Parents/Guardians: 

 

You are cordially invited to see learning in action on Wednesday, November 15th.  We would love to share more information 

about the mathematical instructional focus at Pasadena Elementary:  To build teacher capacity to increase hands-on, student 

centered learning so that students use models, pictures, and words to reason, explain, and engage in mathematical practices. 

 

We will begin with an overview session and then you will have a chance to observe math instruction. We will meet after the 

visit to discuss what you saw and provide feedback for your student’s teacher.   

 

Our schedule for Wednesday, November 15th will be as follows: 

• Parents with students in Grades 1 & 2 & Ms. D’Amato’s Class will be invited to participate in a Math Involvement 

Event from 9:15-10:45. 

• Parents with students in Grades 4 & 5 & Mr. Samonisky’s Class will be invited to participate in a Math Involvement 

Event from 10:45-11:15. 

• Parents with students in Grades K & 3 & Ms. Concepcion’s Class will be invited to participate in a Math 

Involvement Event from 12:15-1:45. 

 

A Reminder for all parents and volunteers: Social media can be a convenient, fun, and rewarding way to share your life with 

family and friends. However, using social media involves certain risks and responsibilities. Under the Family Educational Rights 

and Privacy Act (FERPA), parents have the right to prevent photographs of their children from being taken in instructional 

settings. Given that visitors/ volunteers have no knowledge of which parents have allowed their children to be photographed 

and which have not, visitors/volunteers may not take or post any photographs or videos of students online. This includes all 

school-sponsored events. Thank you for your cooperation with this most important issue of safety for our students. 

 

Please return the RSVP form by Friday, November 10th to your child’s teacher or email aworrall@aacps.org to let us know how 

many visitors to prepare for. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Math Involvement Event 

I hope to attend the Math Involvement on Wednesday, November 15th for the following grades: 

Circle all that apply:     K 1 2 3 4 5 

Student(s): ______________________________________________________________________ 

My child’s teacher(s): _____________________________________________________________ 

My name is: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 *If you are able to join us, please RSVP by November 10th. Don’t forget your identification! 



Our annual RACE FOR EDUCATION is quickly approaching! 

Since our October kick off, students (and their amazing families) 
have been asking sponsors to contribute a tax deductible donation 
in support of our fundraising goal and earning students exciting 
prizes!     

 
With our donations collected via an online platform it’s now easier than ever to share this 
information with your potential sponsors! Share your student’s individual Race for Education 
page with friends, family, and coworkers.   

 
If you prefer physical mailers – 

blank mailers are available on each  
students RFE page OR you can 
contact PESRaceforEd@gmail.com 
(include student’s name, homeroom 
and desired number of mailers) and 
our parent volunteers will send them 
home with your student! 
 
Thank you for your continued 
support! 
 
RACE SCHEDULE: 
K-1st grade:      9:45am to 10:30am   
2nd-3rd grade:  12:40pm to 1:25pm   
4th-5th grade:   10:45am to 11:30am  

 
The Race for Education is intended for PES students. A parent/guardian is welcome to walk with 
his/her student, but non-PES siblings are not permitted. Visitors must sign-in near the school’s main 
entrance, and wear an event sticker.  

mailto:PESRaceforEd@gmail.com
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        Dance Club 

                                                                                            Mechanical Engineering        8:00 – 9:15 7am  PES Spirit Wear 

  8:15 – 9:15 am K-2               
        

                                              Spirit Day All Day   
                                                                                                                                                 Chick-fil-A    

 

 

 Mechanical Engineering          Dance Club 
 8:15 – 9:15 am K-2                  8:00 – 9:15 am       

   
      
                                                                                                                                           END OF FIRST MARKING PERIOD                     Veterans Day
  

 Mechanical Engineering  PES Spirit Wear  

  Beginning of 2nd  Federal Survey Due   8:15 – 9:15 am K-2                     Dance Club                                                      

         Marking Period     8:00 – 9:15 am        Race for Education                                    
                                                                                   American Education Week                              
                                                                                                                   Math Class Visitation for                                                                                                                   
        Parents ONLY 

 

          Report Cards                   
   
  

 
               
                   Thanksgiving Day      
                  
            

                                                                                   Wellness Wednesday                                                    

                                                                                                                                   Dance Club                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                            Mechanical Engineering         8:00 – 9:15 am                                                                                                
                                                                                               8:15 – 9:15 am K-2 

School Closed 

4th Gr. Arlington Echo Field Trip 

Family Involvement 
Conference 

8:30 am – 2:00 pm 
AACC Campus 

Arnold, MD 

 

2 Hour Early Dismissal 9th & 10th  


